
2012 IRC  Bathroom Exhaust Minimum 

Requirements 

 

R303.3 Bathrooms.  
Bathrooms, water closet compartments and other similar rooms shall be provided with 
aggregate glazing area in windows of not less than 3 square feet (0.3 m2), one-half of 
which must be openable.  
 
Exception: The glazed areas shall not be required where artificial light and a local 
exhaust system are provided. The minimum local exhaust rates shall be determined in 
accordance with Section M1507. Exhaust air from the space shall be exhausted directly to 
the outdoors. 

 

R303.4 Mechanical ventilation.  
Where the air infiltration rate of a dwelling unit is less than 5 air changes per hour when 
tested with a blower door at a pressure of 0.2 inch w.c (50 Pa) in accordance with Section 
N1102.4.1.2, the dwelling unit shall be provided with whole-house mechanical 
ventilation in accordance with Section M1507.3. 

 

R303.5 Opening location.  
Outdoor intake and exhaust openings shall be located in accordance with Sections 
R303.5.1 and R303.5.2. 

 

R303.6 Outside opening protection.  
Air exhaust and intake openings that terminate outdoors shall be protected with 
corrosion-resistant screens, louvers or grilles having a minimum opening size of 1/4 inch 
(6 mm) and a maximum opening size of 1/2 inch (13 mm), in any dimension. Openings 
shall be protected against local weather conditions. Outdoor air exhaust and intake 
openings shall meet the provisions for exterior wall opening protectives in accordance 
with this code. 

 

M1507.1 General.  
Where local exhaust or whole-house mechanical ventilation is provided, the equipment 
shall be designed in accordance with this section.  
 



M1507.2 Recirculation of air.  
Exhaust air from bathrooms and toilet rooms shall not be recirculated within a residence 
or to another dwelling unit and shall be exhausted directly to the outdoors. Exhaust air 
from bathrooms and toilet rooms shall not discharge into an attic, crawl space or other 
areas inside the building. 

 

M1507.4 Local exhaust rates.  
Local exhaust systems shall be designed to have the capacity to exhaust the minimum air 
flow rate determined in accordance with Table M1507.4.  
 
TABLE M1507.4 MINIMUM REQUIRED LOCAL EXHAUST RATES FOR ONE- 
AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS  

AREA TO BE 
EXHAUSTED  

EXHAUST 
RATES  

Kitchens  
100 cfm 
intermittent or 25 
cfm continuous  

Bathrooms-
Toilet Rooms  

Mechanical 
exhaust capacity 
of 50 cfm 
intermittent or 20 
cfm continuous  

 


